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Tune:  Ge lob t  Se i  Go t t

D id  you  th ink  th i s  was  a  Chr i s tmas  hymn when  you  f i r s t  read  the  t i t l e?  The  f i r s t  fou r  words  a re  the
s a m e  a s  a  f a m o u s  G e r m a n  C h r i s t m a s  c a r o l ,  " l n  D u l c i  J u b i l o , "  b u t  t h i s  h y m n  i s  f o r  E a s t e r .  F i n d  t h e
o t h e r  h y m n  a n d  c o m p a r e  i t .

T h e a u t h o r  w a s  C y r i l  A .  A l i n g t o n ,  a n  A n g l i c a n  ( i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w e  w o u l d  s a y  E p i s c o p a l i a n )  s c h o o l
mas te r  and  a  c le rgyman.  He  was  inv i ted  to  wr i te  i t  f o r  i nc lus ion  in  a  famous  hymna l  ca l led  Songs  o f
P r o i s e  ( - l 9 3 1 )  -  a  b o o k  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  m a n y  n e w  s o n g s  a n d  h y m n s .  A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  w r i t i n g  h e  w a s
headmaste r  o f  E ton ,  one  o f  the  mos t  impor tan t  p r i va te  schoo ls  in  Eng land .

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  u n u s u a l  m e t e r  ( t h r e e  l i n e s  o f  p o e t r y ,  e a c h  w i t h  e i g h t  s y l l a b l e s ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  t h r e e
A l l e l u i a s )  t h e r e  a r e  f e w  t u n e s  w h i c h  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  w i t h  t h e s e  w o r d s .  W e  k n o w  t h a t  A l i n g t o n  h a d  t h i s
w e l l  k n o w n  t u n e  i n  m i n d ,  a n d  i t  h a s  a  j o y f u l  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  s c a l e s  a n d  j u m p s  w h i c h  m a k e  t h e  w o r d s
e a s y  t o  s i n g .  A r e  t h e r e  a n y  o t h e r  t u n e s  b y  M e l c h i o r  V u l p i u s  i n  y o u r  h y m n a l ?  Y o u  c a n  f i n d  o u t  b y
look ing  in  the  lndex  o f  Composers  and  Ar rangers .

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  i n t e r e s t i n g  w o r d s  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t :

( 1 )  " G o o d " :  i s  t h e r e  a n y  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  " g o o d "  a n d  " G o d ? "  W h a t ?

( 2 )  t r i u m p h :  w h a t  t r i u m p h ,  o r  v i c t o r y ,  d i d  C h r i s t  t h e  K i n g  w i n ?

(3 )  aye :  (p ronounced  l i ke  the  le t te r  A ,  to  rhyme w i th  woy  and  soy ) .  How long  i s  " fo rever?"

(4 )  f l owers  o f  song  -  s t rew:  How a re  f l owers  and  s ing ing  re la ted?
To "s t rew"  means  to  sca t te r  a l l  a round  -  does  th i s  mean  tha t  we  shou ld  g ive  away  our  songs  l i ke
f lowers  to  everyone?

( 5 )  a c c o r d :  a r e  w e  s u p p o s e d  t o  s i n g  a l l  a l o n e ,  o r  j o i n  w i t h  o t h e r s ?  C o u l d  " o n e  a c c o r d "  t e l l  s o m e -
t h i n g  o f  t h e  w a y  y o u r  c h o i r  s h o u l d  s o u n d ?

(6 )  l i f e  l a id  down, l i f e  res to red :  Whose  l i f e?  Does  lo id  down mean dea th?  When was  l i f e  res to red?

T h c  l a s t  w o r d  " A l l e l u i a "  m e a n s  " P r a i s e  y e  t h e  L o r d . "  H o w  m a n y  o t h e r  h y m n s  d o  y o u  k n o w  t h a t  e n d
w i t h  A l l e l u i a s ?  S t a r t  w i t h  " C h r i s t  t h e  L o r d  l s  R i s e n  T o d a y , "  " C o m e ,  C h r i s t i a n s ,  J o i n  t o  S i n g , "  a n d
" A l l  C r e a t u r e s  o f  O u r  G o d  a n d  K i n g . "  H o w  m a n y  m o r e  c a n  y o u  f i n d ?  W h y  s h o u l d  t h i s  w o r d  b e  f o u n d
s o  o f t e n  i n  h y m n s ?  l s  i t  b e c a u s e  " A h "  i s  s u c h  a  n i c e  s o u n d  t o  s i n g ?  C a n  a  s i n g i n g  s o u n d  p e r h a p s  e x p r e s s
your  fee l ings  jus t  as  we l l  o r  maybe  even  be t te r  than  words?  Wh ich  i s  more  impor tan t  -  the  words  o r
t h e  m u s i c ?
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